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New Job Figures Show Benefits of Area-Wide Program for 
Regional Economic Growth Strategies

Non-Profit Group Calls on Albany Leaders to 
Keep Up the Momentum

(Albany, NY) – New York’s Brownfield Opportunity Areas (BOA) program is already making a significant contribution to job creation and economic development across the state, with the potential to provide an even greater boost, according to a new report from a leading community revitalization group. Released at a Capitol press conference today, the report, The Brownfield Opportunity Areas Program: New Investments Laying the Groundwork for Economic Development, found that New York’s $34 million investment in over 110 BOA projects will create from 30,000 to 50,000 jobs across urban, suburban, and rural areas of the state.

“Our analysis reveals that the $34 million already committed to the BOA program will result in 833 pre-development jobs; and between 275 and 455 post-development jobs for each BOA study area,” said report author Laura Treuttner, Deputy Director of New Partners for Community Revitalization (NPCR). “Given that there are currently 110 BOA study areas, that translates to between 30,000 and 50,000 new jobs for New Yorkers.”

The 110 New York communities already engaged in the state’s landmark Brownfield Opportunity Areas program include more than 4,900 contaminated properties covering some 53,000 acres of land. 

BOA is a major part of neighborhood revitalization strategies in neighbornoods across New York State. It was crafted as part of the state’s 2003 brownfields law as a tool to enable low-income communities burdened with multiple brownfield sites, disease and unemployment to identify and implement alternatives to noxious uses as the primary future for reclaimed land.  “The breakthrough comes with the recognition that a one-parcel-at-a-time” strategy will not result in the revitalization of distressed areas,” explained NPCR Executive Director Jody Kass. “The BOA program’s area-wide approach is about creating value. It can reverse the cycle of disinvestment and decay by creating a plan for an entire community and positioning it to become part of the emerging green economy.”

More than three dozen additional BOA projects have completed their applications and are ready to be admitted to the program. Kass called on the Governor, the Senate Majority Leader, and the Assembly Speaker to begin taking the steps necessary to complete a Memorandum of Understanding to access additional funding, or find new sources of revenue to keep the redevelopment and jobs creation momentum moving forward in many New York neighborhoods.

“The BOA, along with the ERP (Environmental Remediation Program), are two of the greatest economic development tools available to revitalize distressed communities and create jobs for the people that live in them. We call on the Governor and the Legislature to execute the MOU’s necessary to release the nearly $40 million in BOA funds and $20 million in EFP funds that have been previously appropriated,” said J. Justin Woods, Director of Planning and Development, City of Ogdensburg.

“The 17 BOA projects in New York City have already demonstrated their effectiveness as community anchors of redevelopment and job creation. Given the near intractable nature of the on-going economic crisis, it is more incumbent than ever for Governor Cuomo to cleave to his on-going commitment to regional economic development by embracing and fully funding the BOA program,” said Eddie Bautista, Executive Director, New York City Environmental Justice Alliance.

Howard Tollin, Aon Risk Solutions and NPCR board member, said: “As a national company that does risk assessment for brownfield redevelopers, we find New York’s Brownfield Opportunity Areas program to be both a neighborhood catalyst for urban revitalization and a national model that should be supported and expanded as part of the state’s long-term economic planning.”

“In Wyandanch, Babylon, Huntington Station, Freeport, and towns across Long Island, New York’s BOA program has been an economic driver,” said Sustainable Long Island Director of Programs Donna Boyce. “With an underpinning of authentic community engagement, BOA is a way to bring investments and redevelopment to low-income neighborhoods.”   

“BOA has been an extremely beneficial program that has energized the City of Niagara Falls. By bringing the community together, BOA stimulates jobs and investment in forgotten industrial areas,” said Tom DeSantis, Senior Planner, City of Niagara Falls.

Christian Mercurio, Department of Community Planning and Economic Development, City of Rome, said:” “Upstate, along the canal, brownfields are the common denominator standing in the way of regional economic development. We have been locked out of our waterfronts for decades. Small cities like Rome, have limited access to capital. BOA gives us the resources we need to focus on our waterfront, and build out from there.”  

"The BOA program has been essential for community brownfield planning in New York City. Community-based organizations in 18 city neighborhoods have enrolled in BOA since 2003. Under PlaNYC, the city's sustainability plan, New York City has made a major commitment to BOA planning, and the City has experienced tremendous returns. BOA enables community members to directly participate in planning for the use of brownfield sites in their neighborhoods and is an important tool in the reversal of disproportionate brownfield impacts experienced by our low-income communities," said Daniel Walsh, Director of the New York City Office of Environmental Remediation.

In addition to BOA’s job creation potential, additional benefits of the program are impressive: 
· BOA preserves valuable open space by offering the alternative of redeveloping already used property. Studies estimate that New York’s BOA program has already prevented new development on 11,250 acres of greenfields.
· The BOA program is leveraging an estimated $400 million in investments across the state.
· Property values increase 5 to 15 percent within ¾ miles of remediated sites.
· Local property tax revenue increases significantly due to increased land value.
· Redevelopment on denser urban brownfields where public transit options are available means less vehicle usage and fewer vehicle miles traveled, saving consumers money on fuel and reducing carbon emissions.
· Creating parks and urban green space improves community health and quality of life.

With an announcement anticipated soon from Gov. Andrew Cuomo on regional economic development councils, BOA program participants from across New York are gathered in Albany to discuss ways to accelerate economic development in BOAs. The 5th New Partners for Community Revitalization Albany Brownfields Summit will conclude this afternoon with discussion of a statewide agenda highlighting the role of local brownfield remediation in regional economic development.
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