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Groundbreaking Community-Led Brownfields Revitalization Pilot Launched at Annual Brownfields Forum
(New York City) – Four local nonprofit organizations, along with senior officials from New York State, New York City and the Obama Administration, launched the NYC BOA Community Resilience Initiative East River Industrial Corridor Pilot today with a green ribbon-tying ceremony at National Grid Headquarters in Downtown Brooklyn. The Pilot will link two areas plagued by concentrations of brownfields – Sunset Park and the Newtown Creek area – in an inter-agency, cross governmental partnership to implement area-wide revitalization strategies funded by the Brownfield Opportunity Areas program. A model of inter-agency collaboration, this extraordinary undertaking uses an area-wide approach to clean up brownfields, revitalize neighborhoods and create jobs. The Pilot builds on the state’s successful Spotlight Communities Initiative, applying a cluster approach that will encourage the sharing of resources, research and analysis across proximate communities, with the goal of developing more efficient and coordinated implementation strategies, particularly with respect to common infrastructure concerns. The Pilot will also integrate climate adaptation and community resilience strategies, environmental justice policy analysis, and strategies to facilitate green jobs and sustainable manufacturing through area-wide planning.
The ceremonial launch kicked off the 3rd Annual Brownfields Forum sponsored by New Partners for Community Revitalization. This year’s Forum was called Evolution in Brownfields: From Policies to Partnerships.

Instead of a ribbon-cutting, the launch event featured the tying of a green ribbon to symbolize this extraordinary community-city-state-federal smart growth collaboration. Many local stakeholders participated in the opening ceremony.

Acting NYS Secretary of State Ruth Noemí Colón said: “The pilot program is a model of how to align complementary resources of community organizations and foundations with those of city, state and federal agencies, This remarkable partnership will ensure that much-needed community revitalization projects are better coordinated for timely implementation.” The Secretary’s Office administers the Brownfield Opportunity Areas (BOA) Program, a state initiative that provides funding and technical assistance for the completion of revitalization plans and implementation strategies for communities affected by brownfields and economic distress. To date, the BOA Program has provided 21 grants totaling $6.9 million to New York City.
“We are honored to host the launching of the NYC BOA Community Resilience Initiative East River Industrial Corridor Pilot as part of our Brownfields Forum,” said NPCR Executive Director Jody Kass. “Over 100 New York communities have joined the BOA program since it was launched in 2003, making it one of New York’s most successful smart growth initiatives. What we are seeing now in this Pilot is the evolution of the BOA program to a national model of place-based regional community revitalization. Using this bottom-up, area-wide approach is a smart way to achieve inter-agency collaboration across all levels of government and advance smart growth in New York.”
In addition to NPCR and the Department of State, organizations participating in the opening ceremony included: UPROSE, the Greenpoint Manufacturing & Design Center, the New York City Environmental Justice Alliance, the New York City Office of Environmental Remediation and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

“UPROSE and our partners in Sunset Park have worked hard to advance our community priorities through the Brownfield Opportunity Areas program,” said UPROSE Executive Director Elizabeth Yeampierre. “The NYC BOA Community Resilience Initiative at the East River Industrial Corridor creates a community-city-state-federal redevelopment partnership with unprecedented levels of inter-agency cooperation. This is good news for neglected, low-income communities such as ours, where the demand for environmental justice remains to be met. This kind of partnership is a potentially powerful tool for positive change in our communities.”
 “The East River Industrial Corridor Pilot project represents a unique opportunity to assist two areas of New York City, both with high concentrations of brownfields, with unprecedented support and resources from the city, state, and federal governments. NPCR’s creation of this pilot project is something that we expect will be replicated both here in New York City as well as across the state of New York,” said Brian Coleman, CEO, Greenpoint Manufacturing & Design Center.
Dan Walsh, Director of the Mayor's Office of Environmental Remediation said: “We are excited to be joining with our colleagues in the state and federal government to work in partnership to advance this innovative community-city-state-federal Pilot. This is a perfect fit with PlaNYC's approach which recognizes that neighborhoods have distinct conditions and that this requires a tailored approach. This Pilot will tap the wisdom in the neighborhoods and be an excellent ‘laboratory’ to test out new models for improved inter-agency coordination and an outcomes oriented application of regulations.”
David Lloyd, Director, Office of Brownfields and Land Revitalization, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, said: “EPA is pleased to join with all those present today and with other Federal agencies to participate in this project, which will serve as a model for demonstrating the environmental and economic benefits of revitalizing brownfield areas through comprehensive, area-wide approaches.”

“Redeveloping urban brownfields remains one of the State’s premier smart growth strategies. The Brownfield Opportunity Areas approach, a model program to revitalize low-income communities with active community participation on a systematic basis, remains a vital tool in that overall strategy,” said Jim Tripp, NPCR Board President and Environmental Defense Fund Senior Counsel.
National Grid Vice President for Economic Development and Community Investment Susan Crossett said, "Safeguarding the environment for future generations is part of National Grid's vision, and our economic development initiatives and site investigation and remediation program are essential to bringing action to that vision. We are proud of the work that Bob Teetz, our Vice President for Environmental Services, is doing by serving as a catalyst for bringing owners, developers, regulators and municipalities together to revitalize communities. National Grid is happy to once again host NPCR's Annual Brownfields Forum and making our experience in remediating brownfield sites available at public forums."

In addition to the launch of the East River Industrial Corridor Pilot, the Forum also featured government, nonprofit and private sector leaders engaged in a range of community renewal policy issues, including the future of the State’s Brownfield Tax Credit program, applying the area-wide approach in weak market and strong market communities, new revenue-neutral tools such as land banking and tax increment financing that might be applied to address NY’s revitalization challenges, and what is on the horizon for Mayor Bloomberg’s PlaNYC.  The Forum also included the release of NPCR’s new report, Smart Growth Outlook 2011: Challenges and Opportunities in Brownfields, Area-wide Planning & Implementation. Highlights of the NPCR report include an analysis that concludes that 27,500 – 45,500 jobs will be created by the State’s investment in the BOA program to date; and the identification of key elements of New York’s area-wide approach which is now being replicated nationally.
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