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Community and Local Government Leaders Call for State Action on Brownfields Cleanup and Funding
Reform Eligibility and
Re-direct Brownfield Subsidies to Projects In Need

(Albany, NY) – In 2003, with the passage of the NYS Brownfields Law, New York State began providing financial incentives to redevelop brownfield sites through the awarding of Brownfield Tax Credits (BTCs). Although the State has committed significant financial resources to the program – according to the Department of Taxation and Finance, New York awarded tax credits of $364 million for 2008 and 2009 alone –  there are fewer cleanups occurring today than before 2003. 
In July 2008, the Legislature capped the BTCs for development projects at the lesser of 3 times the site preparation and groundwater remediation cost or $35 million for non-manufacturing projects; or the lesser of 6 times the site preparation and groundwater remediation cost or $45 million for manufacturing uses. Even with the caps, however, these still-generous development subsidies continue to be awarded regardless of whether or not they are needed for a project to proceed. Moreover, a recent court decision limited the state Department of Environmental Conservation’s discretion to restrict eligibility for the Brownfield Cleanup Program.  It is anticipated that this will increase the number and types of properties that will be accepted into the BCP. As a result, it is likely the State will be forced to significantly increase the amount of dollars that are subsidizing projects that do not need assistance. 
Recognizing the flawed and unsustainable structure of the state’s brownfield tax credit program, New Partners for Community Revitalization, a New York brownfields redevelopment advocacy and policy group, is today calling on the state to re-structure New York’s Brownfield Tax Credit program so that state resources are directed to projects where there are priority funding needs. Today’s press conference was part of a larger two-day Brownfields Summit in Albany hosted by NPCR and attended by representatives from numerous municipalities, community based organizations, and community redevelopment specialists from across the State. At the press conference, NPCR released a five-point plan to reform the BCP and cap runaway tax credits. A copy of the organization’s plan is available at: www.npcr.net.
“New York is not getting nearly as good a return on its brownfield cleanup investments as it should and it could,” said NPCR Co-director Jody Kass. “While the state has made some progress getting runaway tax credits under control with the $35 million and $45 million caps instituted in 2008, it is not enough. Too much money is still going to projects that don’t need subsidies, while affordable housing projects in Harlem, the South Bronx, Buffalo, and Long Island continue to be excluded. We need Gov. David Paterson, and the chairmen of the Environmental Conservation Committees, Sen. Antoine Thompson and Assemblymember Robert Sweeney, to introduce and pass meaningful reforms that benefit local communities now, to stop this wasteful and irresponsible expenditure of precious State funds. These are taxpayer dollars that should be used to achieve New York’s economic development and smart growth goals,” said Kass.    
 “In these tight budget times it is critically important to make investments that will create jobs, leverage private investment, increase tax revenue and strengthen communities facing unprecedented stress,” said Elizabeth C. Yeampierre, Executive Director of UPROSE based in Sunset Park, Brooklyn. “It is crucial that the state make full use of its arsenal of programs and resources to advance economic development. That means overhauling the state’s brownfield tax credits so that subsidies only go to projects that wouldn’t otherwise get built.”
“Cleaning up and recycling our abandoned properties – otherwise known as brownfields – is critical to the economic and environmental future of Long Island,” said Sarah Lansdale, Executive Director of Sustainable Long Island. “Especially in these economic times, Long Island cannot afford to delay important brownfield development projects. Long Island needs a fully functioning Brownfield Cleanup Program that encourages developers to cleanup brownfields, provides certainty and government oversight, and also targets state subsidies to create new economic development anchors.”  
“At a time when the State is talking about closing parks, cutting education and furloughing state workers, it is beyond irresponsible not to direct subsidies to communities that need the subsidies to stimulate  developers to build projects in struggling communities,”  said J. Justin Woods, Director of Planning & Development, City of Ogdensburg.
“The tax credits should be prioritized to areas that may not have as robust a market demand for redevelopment,” said Steve Finkle, Director, City of Kingston Office of City of Economic and Community Development. “Tax credits should be used to encourage community and economic revitalization in tough market areas.
“Environmental justice requires community partners be given the tools they need to reclaim and rebuild our communities. Redirecting tax credits for community-defined brownfields reclamation projects is a critical step to realizing our vision for environmentally just, sustainable communities,” said Eddie Bautista, Executive Director, New York City Environmental Justice Alliance.
“New York’s commitment to a smart growth future includes directing valuable state resources to town centers, main streets, and urban areas. This is critical to a strategy that protects greenfields, and directs state investments away from sprawling development and toward projects that fix and rebuild the existing infrastructure. We must use our limited public money for investments that lead to future growth in revitalized communities,” said Peter Fleischer, Executive Director, Empire State Future.
“As an organization dedicated to improving and empowering the lives of poor people in Newburgh, New York, we believe tax credits should be targeted in line with community action objectives,” said Rudy LaMarr, Executive Director, Newburgh Community Action Committee. “These include targeting tax credits to low-income projects that are needed to create opportunities to employ the under and unemployed.”
Julien Terrell, Environmental Justice Organizer for Youth Ministries for Peace and Justice, an organization based in the South Bronx, said, “Our communities do not  have the space needed for development so we are looking to remediation of brownfields as a solution. Redirecting tax credits to environmental justice communities is an essential step towards making our young peoples’ vision for their community a reality.”
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