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Brownfields Group Calls for State Action on 

Community Revitalization
Release Funds to Rebuild Communities & 
Stimulate the Economy

Re-direct Brownfield Tax Credits to Projects In Need

(Albany, NY) -- New Partners for Community Revitalization (NPCR), a New York brownfields redevelopment advocacy and policy group, today called on the state to release previously appropriated funds that would help stimulate economic revival through support for cleanup projects and area-wide smart growth planning.  In addition, the group called for the re-structuring of New York’s embattled Brownfield Tax Credit program so that state resources are directed to projects where there is a funding gap. Today’s press conference was part of a larger two-day Brownfields Summit in Albany hosted by NPCR on Monday and Tuesday (April 27-28).
“In some ways, we are here to tell a success story,” said NPCR Co-director Jody Kass. “The state Brownfield Opportunity Area (BOA) program is now operating in over 100 New York communities.  From Long Island to Buffalo, residents are working hand-in-hand with local governments to advance the re-use of thousands of vacant and under-utilized brownfield sites and turn them into affordable housing, job-generating enterprises and usable open space.”  
New York’s innovative BOA program is fueling the feasibility analysis, market studies, infrastructure planning and other pre-development activities needed to create new community anchors and make brownfield sites attractive for investment. But more is needed. Right now there are 14 projects awaiting $6.7 million in state funds that were appropriated going back as far as 2003. “There are communities throughout New York State that are waiting for these funds to revitalize neighborhoods and stimulate economic development as quickly as possible so that the nearly 5,000 acres affected by 534 known or potential brownfield sites can advance toward cleanup and productive re-use,” Kass explained. 

The group, which was accompanied by municipal and community leaders from all corners of the state, called on Albany leaders to quickly conclude discussions on the next Memorandum of Understanding which must be signed by the Governor, the Senate Majority Leader and the Assembly Speaker in order to free up the $6.7 million in already appropriated funds. “It is time to get these critical dollars out of Albany and put them to work re-building communities facing unprecedented stress,” said Kass. 

In addition, changes are necessary to ensure that the state’s significant cash outlay through the Brownfield Tax Credit program is being maximized to re-build communities and generate economic growth. “New York is not getting nearly the bang-for-its-buck that it should and could,” said Kass. “While the state has made great strides in the past year getting runaway tax credits under control, it is not enough.” At the close of last year’s session, the Legislature capped the brownfield tax credits for as-of-right development projects at $35 million per project.   “While last year’s amendments stopped the worst of the hemorrhaging, too much money is still going to projects that don’t need subsidies, while affordable housing projects in Harlem, the South Bronx, Buffalo, and Long Island continue to be excluded. It is time to make sure that every state dollar is used to achieve New York’s economic development and smart growth objectives,” said Kass.    

Legislation introduced this year by Sen. Antoine Thompson (S.1564) seeks to improve on last year’s reforms, putting additional brownfield program reforms on the agenda. NPCR and other community redevelopment leaders applauded Senator Thompson for his leadership and commitment to making New York’s brownfield programs work for communities. 
“In these tight budget times it is critically important to make investments that will create jobs, leverage private investment, increase tax revenue and strengthen communities facing unprecedented stress,” said NPCR Board President and Environmental Defense Fund Counsel Jim Tripp. “It is crucial that the state make full use of its arsenal of programs and resources to advance economic development. That means getting appropriated funds into the hands of the community leaders who can create value and build new neighborhood anchors. And it means overhauling the tangible portion of the state’s brownfield tax credits so that subsidies only go to projects that wouldn’t otherwise get built.”
“Cleaning up and recycling our abandoned properties – otherwise known as brownfields – is critical to the economic and environmental future of Long Island,” said Sarah Lansdale, Executive Director of Sustainable Long Island. “Especially in these economic times, Long Island cannot afford to delay important brownfield development projects. While we applaud the recent advancements of the BOA funding, we urge that Long Island receive its fair share of brownfields resources.” 

“BOA’s are the best opportunities for communities to address environmentally challenged sites by communities who are themselves challenged,” said Thomas DeSantis, Senior Planner, City of Niagara Falls.
“The opportunity for us in BOA planning is to focus on the remediation of smaller brownfield sites in the Harlem area and convert them to desperately needed affordable housing,” said Lucille McEwen, Director of Harlem Congregations for Community Improvement. “In today’s economy, the most important thing is to make sure that our local residents are able to take advantage of the economic opportunities created through stimulus funding. This requires quality training for green jobs, including weatherization, installation of solar panels, and the latest sustainable construction techniques.”
Susan Meeker, Executive Director, West Brighton Community Development Corp., said: “Our goal is to restore Staten Island’s maritime heritage, while eliminating environmental threats like junk yards and other hazardous sites. The BOA program has allowed us to do community-wide planning that respects these goals.”
J. Justin Woods, Director of Planning and Development, City of Ogdensburg, said: “We are looking forward to using the BOA process to develop a plan to re-tool Ogdensburg for growth in the 21st Century.”
“The success of the Brownfield Opportunity Area Program depends on timely and flexible progression from BOA planning and assessment phases to actual site cleanup and redevelopment,” said Mark Gregor, Manager, City of Rochester Division of Environmental Quality. 
Julien Terrell, Environmental Justice Organizer, Youth Ministries for Peace and Justice, said: “The South Bronx Waterfront BOA is a Spotlight Community Initiative and we are currently working on our upcoming Spotlight Community meeting. Three of the five groups involved are community-based organizations. One of the things that links us is community self-determination. The BOA project provided the opportunity to combine community-based planning with the chance to work together on that vision. Because local residents are involved in the planning process, they know that those recommendations are grounded in the visions of the people who live in those communities.”
Steve Bellone, Supervisor, Town of Babylon, said: “The spotlight community initiative marries a comprehensive state approach to revitalization with BOA communities working on the local level. That is great public policy that can help lift whole neighborhoods.”
“With all of the challenges we face during these tough economic times, the downtown community is happy that we got into a program – BOA – that makes revitalization that much easier,” said Canton Town Supervisor David T. Button. “The bugs have finally been worked out and we are making real progress in breathing new life into distressed properties. Many business people who initially sat on the sidelines and watched their fellow property owners benefit from the program now want to get into the game. It's pretty exciting to see what a little encouragment from the state can do to make a dying part of a community come back to life.”
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