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Leading City Brownfields Group Backs Proposed 

Community Revitalization Legislation at Council Hearing

(City Hall – April 21, 2009) – Speaking at a City Hall hearing today in support of the Administration’s proposed New York City Brownfield and Community Revitalization Act (Intro 21), New Partners for Community Revitalization Co-director Jody Kass said: “This legislation firmly establishes New York City as a national leader in the urban smart growth movement. It gives the City fundamental tools needed to reverse the cycle of disinvestment and decay in low income neighborhoods that contain a disproportionate number of brownfield sites. Through partnerships with local communities it will result in the replacement of toxic eyesores with new neighborhood anchors. 

Backed by Mayor Michael Bloomberg, Council President Christine Quinn, Council Environment Committee Chair James Gennaro and others, the proposed law was the focus of a City Council hearing today.
 “This bill contains crucial resources and a unique underlying framework to overcome the intractable obstacles associated with multiple brownfield sites. It will encourage the creation of new partnerships between local government, residents, property owners, local businesses, community organizations and neighborhood lenders,” Kass stated.  “It establishes the City as a fully engaged partner in the implementation of the state’s innovative Brownfield Opportunity Area (BOA) program, along with local residents and community based organizations. Passage of this bill will institutionalize the Office of Environmental Remediation (OER) which will empower it to work with other city agencies to function in a more coordinated, more efficient fashion. As a result, the City’s remediation focus will be on the cleanup and redevelopment of contaminated properties that are largely to be found in left-behind, low- and moderate-income neighborhoods and communities of color.” 

In his 2007 Earth Day presentation, Mayor Bloomberg announced PlaNYC, an initiative recognizing that the City is expected to add another million residents by 2030. The future of the City requires development of previously used lands, most of them brownfields. The New York City Brownfield and Community Revitalization Act is the next step in responding to the Mayor’s challenge. Kass urged members of the New York City Council to act in the best interest of the revitalization of neglected low-and moderate-income neighborhoods and communities of color, and support this crucial piece of urban smart growth legislation.
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