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BOA EXPO Big Success

Brownfields Group to Focus on Tax Credits 
& Other Incentives Next
More than 200 people gathered for the New Partners for Community Revitalization (NPCR) 4th Annual Brownfields Forum, January 17th in New York City. The event included a BOA EXPO designed to link municipalities and communities participating in New York’s Brownfield Opportunity Areas (BOA) program with developers, architects, planners and others involved in community redevelopment. The Forum featured presentations from seven BOA communities spread across New York State from Long Island to Buffalo, resource people from several state agencies including the Department of State (DOS), the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), and Housing and Community Renewal (HCR), conventional and community lenders, and environmental risk experts.  It also included a presentation by the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) and an energetic discussion by former regulators and lawyers about needed and pending legislation on brownfield tax credits.
More than 100 communities have entered the BOA program, a state-funded brownfield reclamation and community revitalization program administered by the New York Department of State. Plans are developed for neighborhoods plagued by multiple contaminated sites (brownfields), and developers are encouraged to build consistent with a community’s own vision of its future. Known as the “area-wide” approach to community revitalization, the BOA program, which was developed in New York State, has become a national model of economic revitalization in communities struggling with multiple brownfields, disinvestment and decay for the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

In a keynote address to the Forum, EPA Assistant Administrator Mathy Stanislaus said, "We at the EPA congratulate you on your success in leading the use of the community-led area-wide planning approach to spark brownfields cleanups and neighborhood renewal. I strongly believe that area-wide planning is a key tool to revitalize economically distressed communities and America's downtowns. We see New York's Brownfield Opportunity Areas program as a national model for the type of area-wide strategies that other cities, states, and community-based organizations should consider as they seek to promote public health and economic
revitalization in their own cities and towns.”  

“This was the largest gathering ever of BOA program participants and those from the development side whose business it will be to help implement community redevelopment plans,” said NPCR Executive Director Jody Kass. “We were gratified by the enthusiasm of all those who were there, by the information that was exchanged, and by the quality of the speakers who participated.”
Next up for the New York City-based group is a February 16th morning roundtable and networking event focused on Brownfield Financial Incentives.  This facilitated conversation will take place from 9:00am to noon at First American Title Insurance on 3rd Avenue in Manhattan. For information about the workshop, costs and registration, go to www.npcr.net.

“New York needs robust financial incentives to encourage the cleanup and re-use of brownfield sites to rebuild historic and once vibrant downtowns and industrial areas,” Kass explained. 
New York’s Brownfield Tax Credits (BTCs), which have been criticized for failing to target areas most in need are scheduled to sunset at the end of March, 2015. The Department of Environmental Conservation reports that it takes on average over 3 years to complete the regulatory program.  “As a result, few new projects will be able to secure the requisite sign-offs in time,” Kass said, “leaving the state with virtually no site-specific brownfield financial incentives.”
The discussion, to be facilitated by Allen J. Zerkin, Adjunct Professor at NYU’s Wagner Graduate School of Public Service, will clarify the current status of New York’s brownfield tax credits and identify potential financial incentive options for the future.

“We will encourage all participants to share their ideas at the Roundtable,” Kass concluded. 
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