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Thank you to the Smart Growth Cabinet for including the opportunity for public comments on your agenda. Speaking for the nonprofit organization, New Partners for Community Revitalization today, we offer our congratulations to Governor Paterson and the Division of Housing and Community Renewal (DHCR) on the Sustainable Neighborhoods Project.  As we understand it, this Project will focus on strategic investments to address abandoned residential property and blighted neighborhoods to achieve urban revitalization; and it will start with a particular focus in Buffalo and then expand to cities across the State.  We see the opportunity to strengthen and build strong momentum for this Project by linking it with the State’s Brownfield Opportunity Area (BOA) program. NPCR looks forward to working with the Governor, DHCR, and the Smart Growth Cabinet in this effort. 
The 2003 NYS Brownfields Law created the BOA program to address entire neighborhoods and clusters of vacant and abandoned brownfields within those neighborhoods – including many neighborhoods that are most impacted by the vacant housing crisis, such as the City of Buffalo. There are now over 100 communities participating in the BOA program. Indeed, significant state resources are already being invested in the planning, investigation, and market and infrastructure studies that are the underpinnings of any revitalization plan, including the $11 million dollars Gov. Paterson announced on October 11th, for twenty-five BOA neighborhoods. 

Through the BOA program, municipalities and community-based organizations use state funds to develop a blueprint for their future, based not on what is there now or what the real estate market might otherwise attract or resist, but on what the community needs and want. The BOA program was conceived as a tool to fight sprawl by enabling low income communities burdened with multiple vacant and underutilized brownfield sites to look at the area as a whole, in order to identify the most productive, innovative and appropriately scaled end uses, and to create new investment opportunities and help put properties back on the tax rolls.  
There are very significant parallels between the Sustainable Neighborhoods Project and the BOA/Spotlight Communities Initiative in that both are focused on urban and downtown areas; and the cornerstones of both initiatives include the strategic targeting of existing resources and the coordination of agency involvement.  In addition, both present opportunities for replication at the national level.  In the Fact Sheet issued as part of the State of the State address, Governor Paterson is proposing the Sustainable Neighborhoods project “as a national model for affordable housing and urban revitalization.” The BOA/Spotlight Communities Initiative is already viewed as a national model.  On December 2, 2009, Secretary of State Cortés-Vázquez announced the Place-Based Regional Collaboration Pilot, which is rooted in the BOA/Spotlight Communities Initiative. The Secretary was joined by the US Environmental Protection Agency and the US Department of Transportation in announcing the initiative, which connects the State’s 100+ BOA projects with the Obama Administration’s Partnership for Sustainable Communities.  

Given the exciting synergies between these programs, we believe that the Sustainable Neighborhoods Pilot should be linked with the BOA/Spotlight Communities Initiative. This will help to ensure the delivery of coordinated government resources to distressed urban and downtown areas and result in economic development, affordable housing, job creation, increased tax revenues, healthier communities, green jobs, and smart growth.
  
 

 
 

