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New Partners for Community Revitalization, Inc. (NPCR) is a not-for-profit organization working to revitalize New York’s communities, with a particular focus on brownfield sites in low- and moderate-income neighborhoods and communities of color. NPCR is working to ensure that brownfield cleanups not only benefit poor and low-income neighborhoods, but also involve area residents meaningfully in the planning process for the future of their revitalized neighborhoods.  We strongly endorse the bill, Intro No. 21-A, the New York City Brownfield and Community Revitalization Act. 

There are several key reasons for NPCR’s enthusiastic support. We believe this legislation gives the City fundamental tools that are needed to overcome the intractable obstacles of disinvestment and decay that limit development in so many of New York’s underserved neighborhoods. The institutionalization of the Office of Environmental Remediation (OER) will empower it to work with other City agencies to function in a more coordinated, more efficient fashion. And, we believe this approach is one that complements our organization’s mission in that with this law, the City’s remediation focus will be on the cleanup and redevelopment of contaminated properties that are largely in left-behind, low- and moderate-income neighborhoods.
Passage of this bill will firmly establish New York City as a national leader in urban smart growth in that this bill contains crucial tools, resources and a unique underlying framework that will create new partnerships between local government, local residents, property owners, local businesses, community organizations and neighborhood lenders and across all levels of government.  It provides for the “fourth leg on the stool” and will allow the City to be a full partner in the implementation of the state’s innovative Brownfield Opportunity Area (BOA) program, along with local residents and community based organizations. Through BOA -- a program that empowers communities to plan for their re-development, based not on what a particular developer wants, but on what the neighborhood needs -- contaminated lands are remediated, public health improves and investment dollars begin to flow. Communities become more attractive and livable. New parks and affordable housing is created, and local shops and businesses and other job-generating enterprises thrive.  In November 2008, Governor Paterson and Secretary of State Lorraine Cortes-Vazquez launched the Spotlight Communities Initiative. In that announcement, the State made a firm commitment – via the New York Smart Growth Cabinet – to the BOA approach to urban revitalization.  This bill would formally recognize and prioritize resources for projects built consistent with BOA plans, and will position NYC neighborhoods to successfully compete for state and federal resources.
What sets this apart from other municipal brownfield programs across the country is that this bill firmly establishes an area-wide, collaborative approach to the planning, cleanup and re-use of the City’s estimated 7,600 acres of brownfield sites. Passage of this bill will lead to the creation of new economic anchors that signify the rebirth of neglected neighborhoods. 
Specifically, the New York City Brownfield and Community Revitalization Act will accomplish several key goals crucial to the success of an urban smart growth strategy. Once passed into law, it will facilitate the city’s effective participation in the state’s BOA program. It will empower the OER to develop programs for sustainable growth in consultation with the city Office of Long-term Planning and Sustainability with a focus on communities burdened by disproportionate numbers of brownfield sites and on projects that are consistent with BOA plans. It will provide priority for projects consistent with BOA plans in its financial and other incentive programs. It will allow the OER to serve as an intermediary for city agencies and officials participating in BOA planning and implementation. It will facilitate interactions among city agencies, community based organizations, developers, and environmental experts and assist community-based organizations in brownfield redevelopment. And, it will support the efforts of community groups, developers, and property owners to obtain and utilize federal, state, and private incentives to identify, investigate, remediate, and redevelop brownfields.
In addition, the bill would provide authority for the city to create a local regulatory program that will give affordable housing developers and others who have been disqualified from the State’s cleanup program for not being “dirty enough,” the opportunity to conduct cleanups under the watchful eye of regulators. When passed, it will:

· Provide regulatory oversight of brownfield cleanups that are not subject to state or federal enforcement actions as well as those city sites disqualified from entering the New York State Brownfield Cleanup Program.

· Provide that the cleanup standards and cleanup remedies on city sites will be consistent with the rigorous State Brownfield Cleanup Program.

· Ensure interagency and public notification regarding compliance with engineering and institutional controls, guaranteeing that intended use cleanups will be monitored and regulated. 

Two years ago, Mayor Bloomberg announced his PlaNYC initiative recognizing that the city is expected to add another million residents by 2030, that our carbon footprint is unsustainable and that the future of the city requires development of previously used lands, most of them brownfields. The New York City Brownfield and Community Revitalization Act is the next step in responding to the Mayor’s challenge. NPCR urges those who care about the future of this city, especially those who see its future in the revitalization of neglected low-and moderate-income neighborhoods and communities of color, to support this crucial piece of urban smart growth legislation.
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