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NPCR New York City POLICY PRIORITY OBJECTIVES – FOR 2009

In 2002, NPCR led the call for the creation of a centralized New York City brownfields office. In accordance with PlaNYC, Mayor Bloomberg created the Office of Environmental Remediation in June 2008. Now it is time to institutionalize this important office and the sustainability and community revitalization foundation upon which it was created.  
Secure City Council Legislation that institutionalizes the Office of Environmental Remediation (OER) and includes the provisions that advance both the Community Revitalization objectives and the Regulatory objectives of PlaNYC: 

Community Revitalization Objectives:
· Permanent creation of the OER to centralize and coordinate City brownfield activities, with a mandate to improve public health and the environment, with a specific focus on environmental justice, and to establish financial incentive programs to promote the remediation and re-use of brownfield sites, particularly in low- and moderate–income communities that are disproportionately burdened by clustered brownfield sites.  
· Authority for OER to administer brownfield funds and directly contract for services to achieve the goals in PlaNYC; and to publicly promulgate eligibility criteria for the expenditure of City brownfield resources that reflect the objectives of PlaNYC, including community-support, projects in Brownfield Opportunity Areas (BOAs) and sustainability.    

· A mandate to participate in the BOA planning process and to support the implementation of plans that emerge from the designation of brownfield opportunity areas in the City, by providing for financial incentives and prioritization of City resources for developments constructed consistent with BOA plans, and advancing all necessary City actions necessary to implement a BOA plan.
· To empower the Office to achieve it objectives, a mandate to convene an interagency task force to expedite brownfield re-development and to coordinate city interaction with BOA planning efforts.

· A mandate to support Community Based Organizations (CBOs) in brownfields re-development and BOA planning, including the facilitation of CBO relations with developers, consultants, and other city agencies;
· A mandate to provide technical assistance to community groups, for-profit and not-for profit developers and property owners involved in brownfields planning, investigation, remediation or redevelopment activities.
· A mandate to regularly conduct public education and outreach on brownfields planning, investigation, remediation and redevelopment that is focused on brownfield sites clustered in low- and moderate-income communities.
· A requirement that OER prepare a yearly public report that goes to the City Council and City agencies which describes the specific actions taken and measures of progress in OER’s programs during the immediately preceding fiscal year, (1) identifying the support provided to community-based organizations participating in BOA planning, (2) identification of projects being (or proposing to be) carried out by the city through funding, and the amount of such funding, provided by federal and state funding sources for brownfields planning, investigation, remediation and redevelopment; (3) a description of any financial and non-financial incentives developed for brownfield development, including incentives for developments in BOAs; (4) technical assistance and educational efforts, (5) identification of obstacles to acelerating the pace of brownfields remediation and redevelopment in the city and suggestions for addressing such obstacles, and (6) progress achieved by OER, other City agencies and the inter-agency task force in achieving the City’s brownfield remediation and reuse objectives.
· Establish a brownfields program advisory committee to assist the Office of Environmental Remediation in developing and improving its programs. The committee members should be selected so as to achieve a broad range of perspectives and expertise on issues related to brownfields and sustainability, and should include at least one member representing environmental interests, environmental justice organizations, the building industry, neighborhood revitalization interests, community investment, and community organizations.
Regulatory Objectives

· Authorization for OER to administer a voluntary cleanup regulatory program that includes:     
· A requirement that the remedial decision-making and use of engineering and institutional controls be consistent with New York State Brownfields Law; 
· A transparent process for enforcing and monitoring institutional controls including regular public disclosure on the status of these controls. (The safety of re-using sites with such controls, as well as the public confidence in these control measures requires that City agencies responsible for managing and monitoring the controls have adequate capability to implement such responsibilities and that they also regularly report to the public on the implementation and adequacy of such controls);

· Public involvement and communication procedures that ensure effective, transparent, community consultation in the design and implementation of the City regulatory cleanup program, including the implementing regulations;  and

· A City liability release.
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