March 3, 2010


Honorable Edward J. Markey, Chair
Committee on Energy and Commerce
Subcommittee on Energy and Environment
2108 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC   20515
 
Honorable Fred Upton, Ranking Member
Committee on Energy and Commerce
Subcommittee on Energy and Environment
2183 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC   20515
 
Honorable Mike Doyle
Committee on Energy and Commerce
Subcommittee on Energy and Environment
401 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC   20515
 
Honorable Henry Waxman, Chair
Committee on Energy and Commerce
2204 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC   20515

Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr.
Committee on Energy and Commerce
Subcommittee on Energy and Environment
237 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC   20515
 



Honorable Eliot Engel
Committee on Energy and Commerce
Subcommittee on Energy and Environment
2161 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC   20515
 
Honorable Joe Barton, Ranking Member  
Committee on Energy and Commerce
2109 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC   20515

Honorable Barbara Boxer, Chair
Committee on Environment and Public Works
410 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC   20510 

Honorable Kirsten Gillibrand  
Committee on Environment and Public Works
Subcommittee on Superfund, Toxics, and Public Health
478 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC   20510 
 
Honorable James M. Inhofe, Ranking Member  
Committee on Environment and Public Works
456 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC   20510 
 
Honorable Frank Lautenberg, Chair
Committee on Environment and Public Works
Subcommittee on Superfund, Toxics, and Public Health
324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC   20510


RE: EPA Brownfield Program Reauthorization

Dear Congressional Leaders:

With the country’s economic downturn, strategies to revitalize poor neighborhoods and rural communities have been hit hard. The EPA brownfield programs are a crucial tool in advancing revitalization efforts as the economy begins to recover, but statutory impediments limit the ability of the EPA to directly partner with nonprofits and this has hampered the development of new partnerships and projects. For the last three decades, community development corporations, community development financial institutions (CDFIs), and other nonprofits have been leveraging housing and job-generating government funds with private and nonprofit resources to expeditiously deliver projects that revitalize struggling neighborhoods. Unfortunately, redevelopment projects slated for sites with brownfield conditions are being hamstrung by the inability to readily use EPA funds to advance the required cleanup. The 2002 Brownfields Act made nonprofit organizations eligible for job training and cleanup grants. However, it did not make nonprofits eligible for site assessment or revolving loan fund (RLF) grants, and these resources are crucial to advancing projects. We urge you to lift the statutory impediments that limit the ability of EPA to partner with nonprofits by expanding the eligibility of these important funding programs to nonprofit organizations.
Nonprofits are uniquely positioned to revitalize communities, particularly poor neighborhoods and communities of color struggling with the environmental injustice of multiple brownfield sites. Community based nonprofits have the long-term vision and active presence necessary to guide revitalization efforts that often last well beyond the limits of an election cycle. Nonprofits can serve a crucial role as a credible, neutral intermediary between the community and public and private entities, advocating for brownfield redevelopment projects that are in the interest of the public good, not just in the interest of a private developer. Nonprofits have the specialized brownfield knowledge to act as catalysts, managing and coordinating brownfield activities on behalf of, and in support of, community based organizations that would otherwise pass up these sites. In many small and rural communities there is little capacity to undertake brownfields redevelopment.  Regional nonprofits often step in to fill the knowledge gap and help these communities identify opportunities, develop strategies, and implement their plan to achieve improved economic conditions. Nonprofits have the capacity to leverage brownfield funding with private sector resources and other funds, including transit-oriented development, anti-sprawl, and smart growth funds. 
In expanding the eligibility of nonprofits to maximize the use of brownfield funds, it is crucial that funds go only to legitimate nonprofit organizations that are accountable for these resources. This can be accomplished by requiring documentation of nonprofit status via filings with the Internal Revenue Service and state offices of the Attorney General. Nonprofits have a long and strong history of extending the reach of towns and municipalities by working directly with the federal government. For example, housing nonprofits have worked with HUD for decades and CDFIs have partnered with the Department of the Treasury, resulting in billions of dollars invested in under-served communities. There is no need to hamstring nonprofits and their unique ability to craft new partnerships and products by forcing a requirement for local government sign-off. Congress should take the steps needed to ensure that brownfield funds are seamlessly woven into the country’s community investment infrastructure by expanding eligibility for site assessment and brownfield revolving loan fund grants so that nonprofits can use their know-how to get these desperately needed funds into projects. It is time to maximize the usefulness of these programs on projects that need the resources the most. 
Sincerely, 
· Bethel New Life, Inc., Chicago, IL
· Center for Creative Land Recycling (CCLR), California
· Clean Land Fund, Rhode Island
· Colorado Brownfields Foundation 
· Delta Redevelopment Institute, Chicago, Illinois
· East Williamsburg Valley Industrial Development Corporation, Brooklyn, NY
· El Puente, Brooklyn, NY
· Gowanus Canal Conservancy, Brooklyn, NY 
· Greater Jamaica Development Corp., Queens, New York, NY
· Group 14621 Community Association, Inc., Rochester, NY
· Local Initiatives Support Corporation, Washington, D.C.
· National Brownfields Nonprofit Network Initiative (NBNNI)
· National Center for Neighborhood and Brownfield Redevelopment, Rutgers University, New Jersey
· New Partners for Community Revitalization (NPCR), New York
· New York City Environmental Justice Alliance
· New York Lawyers for the Public Interest 
· Smart Growth America, Washington, D.C. 
· Sustainable Community Development Group, Inc., Washington, D.C.  
· Sustainable Long Island, New York
· UPROSE, Brooklyn, NY
· West Brighton Community Local Development Corporation, Staten Island, NY


Cc: Congressman Edward J. Markey
Congressman Fred Upton
Congressman Frank Pallone, Jr.
Congressman Eliot Engel
Congressman Henry Waxman
Congressman Joe Barton
Congressman Mike Doyle
Senator Barbara Boxer
Senator Frank Lautenberg
Senator James Inhofe
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand


For additional information about this letter, contact: 
Jody Kass, Executive Director
New Partners for Community Revitalization, Inc.
11 Penn Plaza, 5th floor
New York, NY 10001
JodyKass@npcr.net


