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I want to offer my congratulations to New Partners for Community Revitalization on the 10th anniversary of your founding. NPCR has been a great partner with the New York State Assembly and has done an excellent job representing the community of organizations and municipalities that have entered the Brownfield Opportunity Areas program, as well as helping with insights and ideas to make BOA work better. New Partners was formed a decade ago out of the process that created New York’s brownfields law and the BOA program. I admire and appreciate the tenacity with which Executive Director Jody Kass, her staff and Board of Directors have remained focused on trying to direct these valuable planning resources to communities that need them most.

I also want to congratulate my good friend Steve Bellone, who greatly deserves to be the first recipient of NPCR’s Excellence in Public Service Award. We also congratulate Steve on his election as Suffolk County Executive, and join with New Partners for Community Revitalization in recognizing Steve for the great work he and the members of his team did developing the Wyandanch BOA as part of his Wyandanch Rising initiative when he served as Town of Babylon Supervisor.  

I regret I cannot be with you today; the Assembly is in session, and the Governor is releasing his 2012-2013 executive budget today in Albany.

We know that there are ways to improve New York’s brownfields cleanup program and strengthen BOA. I look forward to working with NPCR and other stakeholders to strengthen the law and thereby help revitalize neighborhoods and communities throughout the state.  Cleaned lands provide growth opportunities.  Revitalizing New York’s brownfields program needs to be a key part of our economic development strategy. 

My best wishes to NPCR, to Steve Bellone, and to everyone participating in the 4th Annual Brownfields Forum.
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