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I am sorry that I am unable to join with you today.  I remain committed to improving the Brownfield program and congratulate you on the good work you are doing.  


The Brownfield Opportunity (BOA) program was established in 2003, as part of the creation of the Superfund/Brownfields Law.


According to the Department of State, approximately 100 communities have taken advantage of New York’s Brownfield Opportunity Area (BOA) program.  


As of March 31, 2009, 439 brownfield cleanup program applications had been received, with 294 approved.


In 2008, I sponsored the law that transferred the BOA program to the Department of State.  Previously, the program had been administered jointly by DEC and DOS.  The same bill also provided a 2 percent increase in redevelopment credits for sites developed in compliance with BOA.  The 2008 legislation established a New York Brownfields Advisory Board.  


With government resources increasingly scarce, it is more important than ever to maximize resources with the use of smart growth and sustainability principles.  Smart growth principles lead to a decreased need for infrastructure and result in lower costs.  Studies indicate that development on a brownfield results in infrastructure costs of $5,000 to $10,000 per unit, versus a greenfield infrastructure cost of $50,000 to $60,000.


BOA is a combination of smart economic development and environmental protection.  Studies have shown that each dollar of public investment leverages an additional $8 in total investment, creates additional jobs and generates real property taxes.  In addition, contaminated sites receive remediation. 


BOA works well with smart growth/sustainability principles because it too is based on the reuse of existing development and infrastructure instead of new growth and it is based on a community approach.


The inclusion of sustainability and livability principles is important because it encourages new ways of thinking that can have implications for other areas.  For example, the BOA community approach generally encourages a more comprehensive approach to zoning. 


While next years budget will be very tight we must continue to work to improve the brownfields program.  I stand ready to work with all of you to accomplish this mutual goal.

CHAIRMAN


Environmental Conservation





COMMITTEES


Education


Rules


Veterans’ Affairs











